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We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality Report.
This report is designed to inform you on the quality of the water and
services we deliver to you every day. Our water production and delivery
method provides you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking
water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually
improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. We
are committed to ensuring the quality of our water. Our ground water
source is acquired from five wells. These wells draw from the Floridan
Aquifer. Due to the excellent quality of our aquifer water, the only treat-
ment process required is chlorine disinfection to meet Florida Admin-
istrative Code (FAC) standards prior to public water system (PWS) dis-
tribution.

In 2009 the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)
performed a Source Water Assessment on our system. The assessment
was conducted to provide information about any potential sources of
contamination in the vicinity of our wells. There are eleven potential
sources of contamination identified for this system with low to moderate
susceptibility levels. The assessment results are available on the FDEP
Source Water Assessment and Protection Program website at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/swapp.

If you have any questions regarding this report, or the water quality,
contact Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight NCOIC at 881-1822.
We encourage you to be informed about our water quality.

Hurlburt Field Bioenvironmental Office routinely monitors for contami-
nants in our drinking water according to Federal and State laws, rules,
and regulations. Except where indicated otherwise, this report is based
on the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1 to December
31, 2010. Data obtained before January 1, 2010, and presented in this
report are from the most recent testing done in accordance with the laws,
rules, and regulations.

We at Hurlburt Field work around the clock to provide top quality water
to every tap. We ask that you help us protect our water resource, which
is at the heart of our community, our way of life, and our children’s
future.

MICHAEL T. PLEHN, Col, USAF
Commander, 1st Special Operations Wing

LIMESTONE

ELORIDANPAQUIEERSaas

Where Do We Get Our Drinking
Water?

Hurlburt Field draws its drinking water from the Floridan Aquifer,
several hundred feet below ground. A series of five wells provides water
that is pumped, treated, and then distributed around the base to ensure we
are never without potable water.

Due to exceptional water quality, chlorine disinfection is the only
treatment required to produce a safe product for our community. The
Commando Village housing area obtains its water from the Okaloosa
County distribution system. Okaloosa County publishes a separate
Consumer Confidence Report for those residents.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water
travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive materials, and
can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human
activity.

Contaminants That May Be Present in
Source Water

(A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may
come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural live-
stock operations, and wildlife.

(B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be
naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining,
or farming.

(C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources
such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

(D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and
petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban
stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

(E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring, or be
the result of oil and gas production, and mining activities.

Water Works

Wondering Why You Get This Report: Every community water
system (CWS, or PWS that serve 25 people or 15 service connections
year-round) is required by law to provide its customers with a water
quality report also known as a Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) by
July 1 of each year. This report lists any regulated contaminants the
CWS detected in its treated water and the level at which they were
found for the preceding calendar year.

What Should You Do with This Report? Read it and know what it
means. A knowledgeable customer is a way to keep water quality at its
best.

EPA’s Guide on Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems,
especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking
water is primarily from materials and components associated with ser-
vice lines and home plumbing. Hurlburt Field is responsible for pro-
viding high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of
materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead expo-
sure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using wa-
ter for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in
drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Useful Facts

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes
regulations, which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems. The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water,
which must provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of

contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health
risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Important Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking
water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons
who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek ad-
vice about drinking water from their health care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological contami-
nants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-
426-4791).

Why Water Efficiency?

Launched in 2006, WaterSense is an EPA-sponsored partnership
program that seeks to protect the future of our nation's water supply by
promoting water efficiency and enhancing the market for water-efficient
products, programs, and practices. WaterSense partners with
manufacturers, retailers and distributors, and utilities to bring
WaterSense labeled products to the marketplace and make it easy to
purchase high-performing, water-efficient products.

Across the country, our growing population is putting stress on available
water supplies. Between 1950 and 2000, the U.S. population nearly
doubled. However, in that same period, public demand for water more
than tripled! Americans now use an average of 100 gallons of water
each day—enough to fill 1,600 drinking glasses! This increased demand
has put additional stress on water supplies and distribution systems,
threatening both human health and the environment.

There's a reason that water has become a national priority. A recent
government survey showed at least 36 states are anticipating local,
regional, or statewide water shortages by 2013. By using water more
efficiently, we can help preserve water supplies for future generations.

Team Hurlburt

We at Hurlburt Field would like you to understand the
efforts we make continually to improve the water
treatment process and to protect our water resources.
We are committed to ensuring the quality of our water.
If you have any questions or concerns about informa-
tion provided, please call any of the numbers listed.

Hurlburt Field Public Affairs: 884-7464
Hurlburt Field Housing Office: 884-7505

Hurlburt Field Bioenvironmental Engineering:
881-1822

Environmental Protection Agency Safe Drinking
Water Hotline: 1-800-426-4791

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
1-800-232-4636


http://www.epa.gov/watersense/products/index.html

